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Saint Paul Planning Commission
City Hall Conference Center
15 Kellogg Boulevard West

Minutes March 23, 2007

A meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Saint Paul was held Friday, March 23, 2007,
at 8:30 a.m. in the Conference Center of City Hall.

Commissioners ~ Mmes. Donnelly-Cohen, Faricy, Lu, McCall, Morton; and
Present: Messrs. Alton, Barrera, Bellus, Cudahy, Goodlow, Gordon, Johnson, Kramer,
Margulies, Mejia, Rosemark, and Spaulding.

Commissioners Mmes. * Porter, *Smitten,*Trevino, *Wencl, and Messrs. *Commers, *Dandrea,
Absent: *Kong, *Nelson.

*Excused '

Also Present: Larry Soderholm, Planning Administrator; Patricia James, Lucy Thompson, Merritt
Clapp- Smith, Yang Zhang, Luis Pereira, Andrew Jacobson, and Sonja Butler,

The new and current Commissioners exchanged introductions.

1. Approval of minutes March 9, 2007, <

MOTION: Commissioner Cudahay moved approval of the minutes of March 9, 2007. <
Commissioner Faricy seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously on a voice vote.

1. Chair’s Announcements

Jas served on the Commission since 2001 and_has been a faithful member of the Zoning ¥

Committee. Ly
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then she spoke to a few of the action items under recent discussion with City staff noting:_(a).The
community’s strong desire for a uniform 30 mile-per-hour speed limit on Snelling Avenue; (b)
The desire for improved services at Homecroft recreation center and a new recreation center

south of West Seventh; (c) The Highland community seeks good library access for its residents
near, West Seventh Street, and although the full Highland Plan requests a new library at the west
end, the Summary seeks, more generally, a library anywhere along,the West Seventh corridor
where it is readily accessible by bus to all West Seventh yesidents. Ms. Summers emphasized that
district plans often remain in effect for a long time. These proposals for public facilities to serve
the community must be included in the plan as important goals for the future despite the City’s
current budget limits,
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MOTION: Commissioner McCall moved to close the public hearing and refer the matter back
to the Committee. Commissioner Kramer seconded. The motion carried unanimously on a
voice vote.
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Jnterior renovation of the Capitol. Last year in the legislative session they were given some
Jnoney to begin a schematic design. They held a competition and hired HGA. They have been

this wonderful and innovative design for the Capitol that preserves the history and yet makes the
Capitol completely functional for the next 100 years,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

with the building and the design solutions. He showed slides of historical images, data on the
deficiencies, and their conceptual design drawings. The primary issues are: aging mechanical
systems; energy inefficiency; non-code compliant, heating, venting and air conditioning (air
supply is lacking); qutdated communications and technology:; failure to meet life safety codes;,
lack of accessibility for handicapped people; putdated security (911 changed everything in public
buildings); lack of hearing rooms; and Jack of visitor services. Since the mid-1980s, 70 percent
of the funds for this building has been for quick emergency fixes. Now it is time to do a major,
comprehensive renovation. An,informational booklet about the project was handed out.

Discussion followed the presentation. «

MOTION: Commissioner Gordon moved to have the Communications Committee draft a Ietterﬁ“\

of support for this project. Commissioner Spaulding seconded. The motion carried
unanimously.

VII.  Zoning Committee
OLD BUSINESS

# 07-020-936 Highgrove Community Credit Union — Conditional Use Permit for drive

MOTION: Commissioner Gordon moved the Zoning Committee’s recommendation to approve
the conditional use permit. Commissioner Morton seconded. The motion carried unanimously
on a voice vote

Parking) to B2 (Community business). 838 Maryland Avenue East, SE corner Maryland and
Arcade.
(Luis Pereira, 651/266-6591)

the rezoning. The motion carried unanimously on a voice vote.

VI. State Capitol Building Restoration Project: Guest Presentation h
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MOTION: Commissioner Morton moved the Zoning Committee’s recommendation that the
case be laid over to March 29, 2007, Zoning Committee meeting. The motion carried
unanimously on a voice vote.
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work of the Housing Comprehensive Plan Task Force. Unfortunately, Commissioner Bellus, who
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Recorded and prepared by

Sonja Butler, Planning Commission Secretary
Planning and Economic Development Department,
City of Saint Paul

Respectfully submitted,

Larry Soderholm, AICP
Planning Administrator

Approved

(Date)

Marilyn Porter
Secretary of the Planning Commission
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